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0 U have here in Print ho you < who © 
beard it) were pleas'd to approve of from the 
Pulpit. Is Probity and Plain Dealing, 7 believe, 
brib d the Judgments = the true Lovers of our Con- 

ſtitution; and as for others, I court their Applauſe 
as little as 1 careſs. their Principles: Though I muſt 


own, it ſeems ſtrange, that a Man cannot ſay as much on 
A 3 the 
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the ſide of 0 our - Conſtitution, which is juſt reckon'd 
the Beſt in the World, as is every day ſaid to ſupport a 
- BadCanſe, or in the behalf of 4 Malefactor, witb- 
ont being accounted Criminal, and gax d at as if he had 
ſprung an Hereſy, or removed the ancient Land- 
Marks. I know not what can be the meaning of this, 
except ſome People would perſuade us, that tis dange- 
rous to be honeſt ; or that Iniquity does ſo much abound, 
that Probity, like ſome Phœnomena, becomes a Won- 
der for its ſeldom appeating. But be that wil be thus 
Bug bear d ont of h Principles, or Scar d from doing 
his Duty, has as little Wiſdom as Courage, and de- 
ſerves am olber Gee better than that 77 4 mY 
vine. 
ny might juſt — . for the addin thruf Sing 
this Sermon into the World : But I ſhall only fm 
that T hope the Well-meaning of the Yeah F Wile 
ſome meaſure with honeſt Men, attone for the Errors 
of the Author; eſpecially it ought with Ju, to,wmhoſe | 
- Commands be has Jacrific d his Judgment, and is 
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Fulding Faith, and a good Conſcience ; which i 
having put away, concerning Faith have made 


|, ſhipwrack. 


H E Greek Scholiaſts ay, That Timothy re- ch 
ceived Impoſition of Hands, when he was — 
. Ordained Biſhop of Epheſus by St. Paul, 
not by Man's calling, but by Divine Re- 

W 4p * Prop re went before of 
1 predicting u ations, extraordin 
Service which] he hol do the Church ; which are oy | 
ferr'd to 1n the 18:h Verſe, where he faith, Accordin i | 


rophecies which went before on thee, that thou by 1 
rd oh. war a good warfare. | 


So 
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Lib. 4. 


thap. 43. 


* neceſſary to the okintin and propagating of Chriſt's 
Church, was a well quali Miniſtry, that in the Pri- 
mitive Times the H Spirit pointed them out by ſome 
extraordinary ah as in this Caſe, ſo alſo in the 
13th of the Ach of the Apoſtles, and the 24 Verſe, the 
Holy Spirit ſaid, Separate to me Barnabas and Saul for 
the work whereunto I have called them. This is what 7re- 
nus Calls 1&c:ous veritatis certum, when he ſays, That 
the Biſhops who ſucceeded the Apoſtles, received, toge- 
ther with their Succeſſion; certain Endowments or Gifts 
of Truth, according to the - good Pleafure of the. Fa- 
ther. 


— Theſe were Calls, Calls of 


: wither a Metaphor ; and ſuch Calls, as they, who now- 


a-days pretend to em molt}, can lay the leaſt claim to. 
St. Paul who had an irreſiſtible Call., ſuch a one as 
made it more n to refill it, than to lit 

ainſt the pricts, yet rayer, Diligence „Auti- 
= and Ekcumlperkion, highly ec to carry on 
the Work of the Miniſtry, ſince he was to Fight againſt 


_ ſpiritual wickedneſs, to beat down the Hong holds 0 fin, 


and to p te that which ſhould bas 


 » ling-block, and #0 the Greeks fooliſhnefs 4 | 
© $6 frong were the 'Prejudices of Paſſion an Educa- 
tion, and the Effects of a miſtaken Zeal, that he was 


reckon'd a Subverter of the Law, and conſequently a 


Diſturber of the Peace and Tr: an 2f Net, 


a Madman, and a fetter rer of of Krange Gods, ny 
becanſe he Preachd Jeſus” and the Ae B 7 2 
his extraordinary Apoſtle, elt knowing what Ufage 
he had met. with from a Stiffnecked and Perverſe Gene- 
ration, could ſce no Reaſon why his Son according to 
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the Goſpel, ſhould expect better ; eſpecially ſince he 
knew that many Hereticks and Perverters of the Faith 
were crept into the Church of Epheſus and therefore he 

oſe to the Buſineſs of 
his Calling, to be as firm as a Rock, and immoveable as 
a Mountain; Holding Faith and a good Conſcience ; which 
ſome having put away, concerning Faith have made ſpip- 
wrack. | . 


Now though the Words which I have here made 
Choice of, were a particular Charge given to the Go- 
vernor of a Church , yet ſince we find that the Inſtance 
here given, of erring concerning the Faith, and making 
ſhipwrack of a good Conſcience, is of Men of other Pro- 
fefſions, as of Hymenæus and Alexander; and we our 


ſelves are but too ſenſible, how apt we are to fall from 
our own Stedfaſtneſs, and to be led away with the Er- 
rors of the Wicked; and that even a Biſhop might not 


be-above 'Temptattons, as appears by the neceſſity of 
this Charge : That it may the more readily appear, how 


neceſſary it is, that Men in all Circumſtances and Con- 


ditions of Life ſhould hold a pure Faith and an undefil'd 
Conſcience ; I hope it will not be thought improper to 
inculcate the Deſign of the Words given in Charge to 
Timothy, even to this Congregation. © © 
;  Whieh T ſhall endeavour to do, by ſnewing, 
I. What is meant by Faith, BY 
H. What is meant by a Good Conſcience. And 
Mi III. 
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III. How neceſſary it is tlat we preſerve both pure 
au ele or aß it is here exprel'd, That we 
male not a ſhipwrack of either. i | 


The word Fides, or Faith, hath very many Accepta- 
tions; with an enumeration, of which, I ſhall not trouble 
this Audience, but ſhall only ſpeak of it as it relates to 
our Spiritual Welfare, and the well regulating of Human 
Society. * | 

Faith, as it is a Theological Grace, I a firm, conſtant, | + 
and effeftual A ent of the whole Man, to thoſe Promiſes made . 
| by God to Mankind in the Scriptures,aud a ſerious Applicati- 7 © 
en of them to himſelf through the Merits of Chriſt. I ſay 
a firm and effectual Aſſent, that I may diſtinguiſhit from 
that Faith ſpoken of by St. Fawggs, in the Second Chap- 
ter, 17th Verle.; where he ſaith, Faith if it hath not works 
is dead; and in the 197% Verſe, Zhou believeſt that there is 
ove God, thou; doſt well, the. Devils alſo believe and 


_ . 


tremble. ber b THF LENA. 

St. Auſtin oblerves, that there is great difference be- 
tween. credere Deum, credere Deo, & credere in Deum, 
Serm. 181. de-Temp., But Lrenæus ſums up all when he 


24 414. faith, To believe, is t do as God will. | 
adver.Her. Tall it a Conſtant Aſſent, that I may make a diffe- 
rence between a Sincere Faith, and that mentioned in the 
Parable of the Seed which fell in ſtony Places, which 
as our Saviour himſelf expounds, is, He that heareth the 
word, and anon with joy recetveth it, yet hath he not root in 
in himſelf, but dureth for a while ; but when tribulation or 
perſecution ariſeth becauſe of the word, by and by he is of 
fended, Matth. 13th. 20, 21. But the Faith here recom- 
mended, 
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-mended, embraceth the whole Doctrine of the Goſpel, 
and is productive of Good Works, and is deſcribed by 
St. Paul in 11th. Hieb. ver. 1. to be the confident expetta- 
tion of things hoped for, aud the evidence of things not ſeen; 
which Faith had ſuch an Influence on his Life and Acti- 
ons, that he reſolved that neither death nor life, nor an- 
gels, nor prancipalities aud powers, nor things projent nor 
things to come, nor height, nor depth, ſhould be able to ſe- 
parate him from the love of God which was in Chriſt Jeſus 
our Lord. 
This was the Faith that animated the Apoſtles, and 
made them out-ſtrip their natural Capacities, over-match- 
ed the Accompliſhments acquired at the feet of Gama- 
liel, and furniſh'd them with Auxiliaries ſufficient for 


Succeſs in the moſt difficult Attempts: This made them 


overlook the frowns of Fortune, as well as worldly Ad- 
vantages ; taught them to deal plainly and bare-fac'd 
even to thoſe of Cæſar #77ouſhold, to the Court as well 
as the Cottage; and made them Powerful to give their 
Maſter the Heathen for his inheritance, and the uttermoſt 
parts of the earth for his poſſeſſion. 

This Faith is not merely the effect of Reaſon and Spe- 
culation, but ingenerated in our Hearts by the miracu- 
lous Power of the Spirit of God. Tis true, in the Pri- 
mitive Times, when the Church was in her Infancy, 
and the harveſt was plenteous, and the labourers but few, 
and Providence was in a manner forced to convert Peo- 


ple into the Miniſtry, that they might proſelyte others; 


then twas neceſſary that a Ray of the Divinity (if I 
may ſo ſpeak ) ſhould, as it were, dart down to enlight- 


en the Breaſts.of Men. But now, ſince the Church is 


arrived to Maturity, and there are Succeſſors of the 
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Apoſtles ſufficient to preach the Word of God; and the 
Word is nigh unto us, even in our Mouths, tranſtated 
into our Mother Tongue, that he that runs may read it; 
there is no Reaſon to expect ſuch Supernatural Aſſiſtance , 
or compulſive Efforts of the Spirit ; but a ſincere pious 
Endeavour, which exerts it ſelf in Hearing, Reading, 
and Meditating, with the Aſliſtance of God's Grace 
does the Work. AT 7 
Therefore ſince now, ordinarily ſpeaking, Faith cometh 
by hearing, how neceſſary to the acquiring thereof is it 
that we conſtantly repair to our E/tabliſh'd Churches, 
where God's Word is truly preach'd by a real Miniſtry, 
and the Sacraments duly Adminiſtred ? That we are 


fix d and ſtedfaſt in this Faith, and not Ignis Fatuuss 


in Religion, blown about with every wind of Do- 
ctrine. | 
And here, -I hope, it will not be thought improper, 


if T put you in mind of the Bleſſing which weenjoy, in 


being born where this Faith is Proteſs'd,and Baptiz'd in- 


to the Communion of a truly Apoſtolic Church. ; 


How deplorable is the Caſe of thoſe, who are inve- 
lop'd in worſe than Eg yptian Darkneſs; who come in- 
to the World to be always ignorant of what every Man 
ought to know for his Soul's Health; who have not ſo 
much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghoſt, to Puri- 
fy their Hearts, and implant in them this Faith? Where- 
as we ſeem deſign'd by Providence to be Inheritors of 
Chriſt's Kingdom, born with the Promiſes of the Goſpel 
about us, and muſt naturally profeſs this Faith , except 
we are: Baſtards in Religion. With us, God's Veracity 
and written Word are the Ground of our Faith, and the 


Foundation of our Hope: Here the Scriptures are not 


lock'd 


„ we oe © 
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lock'd up from the Uſe of the Laity, nor made the 
Property of the Craſty and Deſigning , who lead 
captive ſilly People; but are naked and unveil'd to 
every vulgar Eye; not to Comment and Expound 
upon according, fo their own Caprice or Fancy, ( as 
in the late Times of Iniquity), but to Read and 
Meditate ; and where they wade out of their Depth; 
they are exhorted to repair to their Spiritual Guides, 
to whom the Keys are committed; I mean'W true 
Succeſſors of the Apoſtles, the Miniſters of the Church 
of England, who will not be tainted with Enthufra- 
ſtic Zeal, but continue bright and ſhining Lights 
in the midſt of a crooked and perverſe generation. In 
ſhort, nothing but the Excellency of our Faith 
could have produc'd ſo pure and undefil'd a Re- 
ligion in practice, exactly conformable to its grand 
Pattern the Goſpel ; a Religion that gives demon- 
ſtration that its Doctrine is of God, and ever ſince 
the Reformation has been counted her Glory, as well 
as her greateſt Champion. A true Character of 
which, is given by that truly great Prince who un- 
derſtood it better than moſt, and ſuffered more for 
it than any ; I mean King Charles the Martyr, who 
ſays, I have try d the Church of Englagd, and after, EIN BA. 
much Search and many Diſputes, have concluded it to I. 
be the beſt in the World, not only in Community as Chri- 
ſtian, but alſo in the ſpecial Notion as Reform d, keeping 
the middle way between the Pomp of Superſtitious Tyran- 
ny, and the Meanneſs of Fantaſtick Anarchy. - 20097 


2dly, Faith in the Civil Acceptation.of the Word; 
(according to Cicero) is the performance of what 
| 15 
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is {aid or premisd ; a conformity between our Words 
and Actions, provided ſtill that we be free Agents, 
I mean that there be no Compulſion laid upon us, 
and that what we engage in be fair and law ful; other- 
wiſe we are punctual to our oun Deſtruction, valu- 
ing our Words more than the good of our Souls, or 
that of the Community. This Faith, when fairly 
gien and religiouſly kept, is the Cement of Human 
Sociei che Baits or Foundation of all Juſtice, tis 
what oftentimes binds down the Men of Honour 
6 falfly fo call'd ) when they ſcorn to be ſhackP[d 
by the Rules of Religion: Without this, Words would 
be quite inſignificant, and we ſhould never under- 
ſtand one anothers meanings ; and therefore it was 
truly ſaid, Nec ulla res vehementius Rempublicam con- 
tinet & vitam, ſanctiſimum humani pectoris bonum; 
that there is nothing that ſets ſuch proper Boundaries 
to the Commonwealth and Liſe of Man, as this 
Faith; tis the moſt Sacred Good in the Breaſts of 
Men. This is what the Romans, who had only the 
Light of Nature for their guide,generally preferr'd to 
the greateſt Advantages : Quilus tanta utilitate Fides 
antiquior fubt : With whom Faith was in far greater E- 
ſteem than much Profit ; ſays Livy. | 

A ſevere Reprimand to many of thoſe who pro- 
ſeſs the Chriſtian. Faith, and yet like Parrots here in 
England, are firſt bought, and afterwards taught to 
ſpeak, and are ſo transform'd by Places of Profit, 
that one would judge of them as the Fews thought 
of their Proſelytes; to wit, That they were actuated . 
by new. Souls. 


II, I come. 


— —— — 
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II. I come now in the Second Place, to ſkew, hat 
* meant by a Good Conſcience. ivy 

T ſhall not load your Patience with the many 
trite Diviſions of Conſcience, nor endeavour to play 
the Caſuiſt, in ſhewing how far each of them may 
bind; ſince my Text obliges me to ſpeak oH of a 
Good Conſcience, which is the effect of hunch a 
Faith as I have been before deſcribing. Beſides, the 
Word Conſcience is oftentimes much abus'd, when tis 
yok'd with thoſe Epithets, Erroneous, Scrupulous, and 
Doubting ; which ought rather to be ſtil'd Prejudice, 
Obſtinacy, and Opinion; or Ignorance either voluntary 
or involuntary, whereby we are kept from under- 
ſtanding the true intent and meaning of a Law : Foy 
to ſuppole a Man to have a doubting Conſcience, 
which the moſt Rational Arguments cannot rectify, 
nor Divine and Human Law direct, is to put a Man 
under the Neceſſity of Sinning, which looks very 
like a Reflection upon the Author and Governor of 
the World. * 

I ſhall not here inſiſt on the practical Dictates of 
Conſcience, but treat of the Judicial part thereof, 
and ſhall therefore define a good Conſcience, to be 4 
ioyful and peaceful Recapitulation in the mind of man, 
of things done in conformity to the Law of God, Conſci- 
ence is an impartial Judge in the Breaſt of Man com- 
miſſion'd by God himſelf, which tries the nature of 
all our Actions, and if it condemn us not, then have we 
confidence towards God : Now Conſcience preſuppoſeth 
Law, as the ſtrait Rule whereby the Rectitude or 
Obliquity of all our Actions is try d. he 
N 17 
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The Law of Nature is the Rule to thoſe who are 
without, and the Revealed Law to us, who are with- 
in the Pale of the Church. Take away Law, and 
there would be no fuch thing as Conſcience ; for I 
look upon the intrinſick Virtue or Turpitude of Acti- 
ons anteccdent to Law, to be a Notion too fine to 
be apptehended; and take away Conſcience, and 
Law Wald be (ſpeaking in reſpect to elicite Acts) 
a mere infignificant Precept. | 

The Law by ſome is defin'd, to be a Decree by which 
a Sovereign — a Sulject to conform his Actions to 
what he preſcribes; ſo that all Law ſuppoſeth a Power 
in the Perſon Commanding , not only to dictate and 
preſcribe, but alſo to inflict proper Puniſhments up- 
on the Delinquent ; and alſo an aptitude in the Sub- 
je& to execute the Command. The Perſon of the 
Lawgiver ought in ſome meaſure to be made known 
to the Subject, and the Law ought of neceſſity to be 
promulg d and made known to the Minds of thoſe 
over whom it is:defign'd to have a Power; or elſe 
the Decree is inſignificant, and nothing but a dead 
Letter: But when it is once thus promulg d, it becomes 
ſtrictly obliging, and the Subject is no longer leſt ad li- 
- ditum, either to Obey, or to Refuſe; there is no 

room for Deliberation and Debate, all Indifferency 
being taken. away, the thing is then clad with Ne- 
ceſſity; which commands a ſpeedy Execution. Thus 
the Natural Law is made known to us, by the Spi- 
rit chat ſpeaketh in us, by the Dictates of right Rea- 
ſon, and aſterwards by the Suggeſtions of Conſci- 
ence, which is no other than the Voice of God pro- 


claiming what we ſhould. Chuſe, or what we ſhould 
Refuſe. This. 
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This is what the Apoſtle tells us, when ſpeaking 
ef ithoſe who had only the Light of Nature for their 


Guide, he ſays, Becauſe that which may be known of 


God is manifeſt in them, for God hath\fhewed it unto 


them : And in another place, The Gentiles who have + 


not the Law, do by Nature the things contain d in the 
Law ; 'theſe\having not 4 Law, are a Lan untu them. 
ſelves, which ſbew the work of tbe Lam writien in their 
hearts, their Conſcienct alſo bearing witneſi, and their 
thoughts the mean while arcuſing or elſe excufing one ano- 
ther. This is à Volume which we always carry 


about us, and the Reaſon why it is not legible in a 


every ua¹]⁊⁴ual, is through à natural Incapacity, 4 
defect ini the Organs, or an affected Ignorauce r 


Sloth, where the Talent is not only laid up in a 
in, but ruſts in being buried in the Earth: 
Whereas thoſe who endeavour the common good; 
of Mankind who are perfect in their Intellects 
and exert the Powers of — — 

the 

2 


and make due uſe of Right Reaſonʒ plainly\Uiſcern 
Law of Nature, and the conſcientious Obliga 
they lye under to obey. d bed cdi moge oF 
Now though this Lay of Natute be very ſtrang, 
and a Man muſt neceſſarilyo v oundohis Canſcienca 
when lieh acts contrary tod the In junction thereoſ 


yet was it not ſu fficiemto to curh the Appetites and 


Paſſions of Mankind; Which made a good and 
gracious God condeſcend t give them his Neu 
vnitren Lau, winch thould/be al LIglutto them that 
tat in Darkneſs, and; ide to/ecuduct thema Fe 
intoꝛthe Way of earena wo ꝛ0vi b fad WEIT A 
it .bairzq ot ee tonbooD bus n 
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The firſt Promulgation of this, was attended 

with the moſt terrible and affrighting Circum- 

ſtances; it was proclaim d by Peals of Thunder, 

and darted into their Breaſts. by Flaſhes of Light- 

Exod. 20. 18, ning; fo: that the People feared exceedingly, and 
19. declar d  to-\Moſes, That if they ſhould hear the 
Voice of God any more in that terrible manner, 

they dreaded they ſhould Dye. But when the ful- 

neſs of time war come; God ſent forth his Son, maile 
of 4 woman, made under the Law, to redeem them 
that were under the Law: The Multitudes then drew 

Duorum Teſta- nigh to the Mount with Joy and ; Gladneſs, where 
mentorum dife they received the moſt incomparable Syſtem of 
frronia inn Divinity that ever enter the Ears of the Sons 
cont. Adi- of Men. A Lam fitted to the Capacities of Ra- 
8 tional Beings, and conſequently highly conducive 
to the good of Mankind: A Law that was no 

ways grievous to the true Subjects of the Sove- 

ien of the World, fbr ir was not © made fur 'rhe 
righteous) bat fen the" aach, for" fonners aud pro 
baue. «7; innen? of eie g F 31 


The Heathens who had but a very blind Senſe of 


1 Tim. 1. 9. 


«Deity, yet ſtil d Jupiter Optimus Maximus; pre. 


ferring his Goodneſs to his Greatneſs; But with 
how much better | Reaſon ſhould we Chrifiavs, 
who underſtand the Reveald Will of God, and 
are; as it were, admitted into the Secrets of 


Heaven, adore the Riches of his Goodneſs, who 
has made us but little lower than the Angels, and 
has! given! us u Law ſo ſuitable to our Natares ? 
A Law that derives Power from its Author to 
enforce, and Goodneſs ſufficient to perſuade. It 
7 5 I Re 


com- 


1 Of Faith and a Guod C od Conſcience, 


commands Veneration from us in K* Reading, 
and lays + port on our Wen n 


| we will or no. 24 £ | | 1 


But Tay I an it may be bees, That if 
the Law of God hath ſuch Power to oblige our 
Conſciences, and being like its Author the ſame 


er to and ever, How comes it to 
9 8 c are ſuch Diverſities of Opinion 


in . Relation to Religion in the World ? ſince this 
Law is the Guide to all Chriſtian Churches, and 
thereſore having the _ * they rer * 
be led the ſame way. 


To which I anſwer, That this proceeds — 
the Corruption of our Natures, from Vicious 
Habits ; from Secular Intereſt, and from the 


Prejudices of Education; theſe by. their force | 


_ N Conſcience, and baffle Redſonn 
„ different Men have different ways of 
n perhaps our Souls are not of the ſame 
ſize; even theſe Srars may differ from on? another 
in glory ; but let that be ia: it will, we know 
that our Souls exert themſelves either dimly or 
drightly , according to the diſpoſition of the Or- 
gans of the Body; ſome Peoples Bodies ſeem de- 
'Hga'd us a Dungeon for their Souls, whilſt other 
Souls regale themſelves in Houſes of Pleaſure: 
ſome quickiy diſcern Truth, h immur d with 
Difficulties, and ſome ſtumble almoſt at a clear 
Demonſtration. And when once People have 
YE Notions ,| and communicated — 
C 2 e 
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F Faith and 4 Good Conſcience. 
te World, Pride then ſets them a maintaining 
What they have thus raſhly vented; Alas! ſo de- 
praved is the Nature of Man, and: fo» fond of 
embracing Novelty, that there has never an 
thing been broachd, however abſurd in its ſelf, 
or pernicious in its Confequences, but what has 
found Patrons and Abettors: So productive is 
4 gone Error of another (as this Nation toa--well 
cknows)), that Rebellion has been ſtild the Cunſe 
of : God; and Schiſin the Dictates of a tenaer Con- 
ſcience; and) theſe Sins were generally: accompa- 
nied Cas tis no wonder): with final Impenitence, 
for they neither ask d, nor found any place of Re- 
pentance. 
But yet this Age ſeems to have gone farther , 
and to have more than fil up the Iniquities of 
their Fathers, when Men dare to charge ( abfit 
Conf. betw. impietas werbe) our bleſſed Saviour and his: Apo- 
Lords & Com. ſtles, with a Practice that has been ſtild religious 
and Scanualont, by the Two Grand Aſſemblies of 
the Nation. This looks like fetting up Iniquity 
as a Law, making a Tool of. Religion, and turn- 
ing Faith into Faction; for all which; Reaſon is 
alledgd, and Conſcience vouch'd: But O to 
them that call evil good, and gobd evil, Who act 
according to the Suggeſtions of Satan, and their 
on perverſe Humours; and then cry, The Lord 
. ha#h ſpoken it, and therefore our Conſcience muſt 
needs obey ; whereas he has never requird any 
a Law to inſtruct them better; This Law is the 
only Rule of Conſcience, Which if Religioufl 
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-follow'd, would deſtroy thoſe nominal Piſtinctions, 
of Tender, Doubtful , and Scrupulous, which much 
better deſerve the Name of Phanatic Obſtinacy, and 
Prejudicate Opinion: For as King James the Firſt . iA gar. 
ſays , Conſcience not grounded upon ſure Knowledge 


N 
4 
| is' either an ignorant Fantaſy, or an arrogant Va- 


— — 


Human Prudence, ſeeing how prone Man was 
| to Err from this Rule, and that it was much eaſier 
to conſtrain the imperate Acts, than to lay Sha- 
kes on the Will, and that God did not always 
inflict Puniſhments in this World upon the Con- 
| temners of his Law; thought fir to add Civil In- 
junctions, the obſervation of which, ſhould bring 
Praiſe, Pleaſure, and Profit to the Subject, and 
| the Breach: thereof be attended witly Pain and Dif- 
| grace. Thefe commanding a Submiſſion to em, 
by their intrinſic Goodneſs, and being once ficd 
| and publiſh'd by a due Authority, gain the Name 
of an Eftabliſbment; and enjoyning nothing but | 


what is highly Serviceable to Morality and Reli- 

gion, lay a; Neceſſity on the Members of that 
Community to Obey whether they will or no; and 

thoſe: that do not, affront God, and abuſe them 

ſelves and the World, and are no more aRtuated 

by a Good Conſcience than they are by the Spi- 

-nit of God, who hath told us, That Rebellion is as 

the fin of witchcraft, aud ſtubbornneſs as iniquity ated Sam. 15.23 
. Zdolatry ;"and that thoſe wWH¹e re lawful Oftlinan- 


g | » 


_  ces:ſhall receiveito themſelvem dimmation. '  - 
How prepoſterous is it for Men to plead Con- 
ſcience, when they refuſe to obey in Matters which 
4 | they 
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"Of Faith and a Good Conſeience. © 


they call different, when they are made Neceſ- 
ſary by Legal Injunctions? Will they call in the 
Goſpel to encourage > Meg from a truly Ortho- 
dox and Apoſtolic Church, which does ſo much 
encourage Unity in the Church, and Obedience 
to the State? How can they call that Conſcience, 
that has no Divine Law to Support it; nay, in- 
deed, has all the Artillery of Scripture drawn 
down agaiaſt it > Do they not plainly ſhew, that 
Intereſt can diſſolve this obſtinate Opinion, fa 

call'd Conſcience, and ſuffer them to comply wi 

us in that which, with unbrib'd Eyes, they have 
ſometimes call d little better than Idolatry ? | 


- # 


This plainly. ſhews , That had the Government 


Places of Truſt , which by freſh Accumulations 
and a Series of Intereſt, ſhould call for a daily 
Compliance in the higheſt Acts of our Religious 
Forthip, they-would Contorm, not only through- 
out every Tittle of our Liturgy, but alſo through- 
out all Ages: There would be no need of Ads 
to compel Uniformity; and Sanctions, though not 
Aaid afleep, would be of little uſe; tender and 
weak Conſciences would gain a due Elaſticity , 
and the Friends of the Low Chxrch, be brought 
to a Level with the Higb, by the Props of Pre- 


But there are People, perhaps, whoſe Tem- 


pers are ruffled at the Name of an Z/abliſhment, 


and ſuch will not allow) that any found Branch 
of the Catholic Church, Cemented into a Society, 
and Eſtabliſned by Laws, has Power (eſpecially 
in conjuaction- with the Civil) to enjoyn wont 
wee O 
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Of Faith and a Good Conſcience. 17 


of Communion to thoſe who are within that 
Juriſdiction, - But let ſuch People know, That 
any ſuch Branch, is truly the Church in that 
place; and where her Commands and reiterated 
Injunctions are Diſobey'd, our Saviour has told 
us what ought to be the Reſult of ſuch Obſtina- 


cy; namely, That hey ſbould be lookt upon as Hea- 
thens and Publicans. 7 4 


III. I am to ſhew how Neceſſary it is that we 
preſerve Faith and a Good Conſcience ; which will 
appear eſpecially in relation to Religion, without 
which no Nation can be Safe, nor People Happy. 
Faith is the Ground of all Religion; ſuch as the 
Tree is, ſuch is the Fruit; if our Thoughts are 
pot fix d upon their proper Object, or if they 
are wavering and uncertain about the true One, 
our Actions will ſink” us below the Character of 
Men; for they will want that ſteddineſs and ſirm- 
neſs of Reſolution, which ought to be the reſult of 
Right Reaſon aſſiſted with Revelation. 2111 . 

This Faith improves our Modes of Thinking, 
and exalts the Chriſtian above the Philoſopher ; - 
which appears by the Civ Laws. of all» Chriſti. 
an States, which wonderfully excel the moſt Studi- 
ed Schemes of the Wiſeſt Heathens. And even 
amongſt thoſe Countries whoſe; Underſtandings 
are enlighten d by the : Sun-ſhine of the Goſpel, 
thoſe Whoſe Faith hath been pureſt, have been 

verned by the beſt Laws; it being able to 
give Wiſdom to the Simple, and to teach em 
how well worth the ſecureſt Mounds, ſo rich a = : 

mu 
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muſt needs be. And here I have ſufficient room 
to expatiate on the Excellency of our Conſtitution, 
wich as naturally ! flows' from a - well:#round- 
ed Faith, as the Effect does from the Caufe: But 
I know to whom I ſpeak, and therefore ſhall not 
pretend to light up my dim Taper to the Sun; 
but ſhall only ſay, That if this Faith be not 
kept inviolate, neither can our Religion be kept 
Pure and Undefiled; and if our Religion once 

ows Ruſty, it will eat into the very” Bones and 
Vine ws: of Government, and reduce Both © into 4 
ruin d Heap: For the State in Relation to tlie 
Church , is like the Child in the Womb of its 
Mother, if the one be lar, hy other cannot total. 


333 M r 1 


There never was but one * of Gorda 
ment that could claim its Original immediately 
Dom God,” which was that of the eus; and there 
we ſind that there was ſuch a vital Union betwixt 
Church and State, that when the E tumplec 
_ Commonwealth —_ (121% | 


224 e Wiltirever NE ary ine Church of Got 
155 reahad, when Prieſts: were Princes band 
Govetnors of che People; it matters not now ſince 
we have ſeen her Power ſufficiently retrench d 
and her Wings clipt; and now to call her Nigl 
in that: reſpect, is to Mock God and Abuſe Men; 
ſhe: has not Power, but! in Conjunction uith 'the 
Stute, even to correct tlioſe Tmpudent Lilels that 


fly in her Face n every Day; her Wil indeed is 
good bur he hatinno®/ireugel 1% ring! „ And 
Ni 
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therefore ſince the State ſeems to be the | 


Bridle of the Church, we muſt defire thoſe Wor- 
thy Perſons who, are intruſted with the Reins, 
to take Care of the Faith, the Faith of the Churct 
of England, without which, the Superſtructure 
"muſt needs fall. It looks like a Hlial Duty (not- 
withſtanding the Jeſt of a late Advocate for Oc- 
 caſronal Conformity) for a true Son to take care 
of his Aged Mother, and to recommend her to 
the Protection and Beneficence of thoſe into whoſe 
hands the is, in a great meaſure, committed. 
This Care and Circumſpection will ever be ac- 
counted Prudent , "til the Axiom of Ariſtopha- 
nes be prov'd fooliſh ; 1 aActbac ate. mrtvrx, Cay- 
"tion preſerves all Things. ON. | 
' * Notwithſtanding that niguity. , doth. ſo 'much 
abound , and the. love of many waxeth cold, yet 
will the Care of Religion be always reckon'd the 
- moſt. valuable Depofitum that can be commit- 
ted to any one; and the greater the Truſt is, 
the greater Care we ought to take in chuſing our 
Guardians We will not truſt Knaves with our 
Eſtates; nor Atheiſts with our Conſciences, nor 
"take a Fool inſtead of a Phyſician for our Bodies; 
"and ſhall we take leſs Care. of that which makes 
us nighly related to God; gives us an inheritance 
with the ſaints in light; and affures us, That 
* when he earthly houſe of this tabernacle ig diſſols'd, 
m ſhall have a building ef God, an hauſe not malle 
"with bands, eternal in the Heavens? aps i 


And ſhall we take more care of Part than 
of the Whole, of a momentany Poſſeſſion, hy 
DIS » D | 


2 Cor. 5. ch. 


Verſe 1. 
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of what (as we hope) ſhall laſt as long as the 


Sun and Moon -endureth.; have a greater Regard 
for the Body Private than the Body Politic ? 


No, let us take care to hold faſt this Faith, with- 


out which, our Conſtitution cannot be Strong, 
nor our. Converſation Holy. Let us not part 
with one jot or one tittle of it to Men of cra- 
ving Appetites and exorbitant Demands , who pre- 
tend to lick our Conſtitution into better Form, only 
that they 22 have opportunity to Devour. The 
unhappy Effects of Innovation and Change, one 
would think, ſhould be too freſh in our Minds, 
to make us deſire any thing which might conduce 
to the like Cataſtrophe ; but on the. contrary , 


ſhould teach us to hold faft that Fuith which is 


the very Union of Society, and the Fond of peace. 
That Faith which had ſuch an influence on the 
Lives. of our Anceſtors , that it put em above 
vulgar Aims, made em lock up their earthly Af 
fections, and purſue true Honour _ through the 
.greateſt Difficulties. This diveſted them of many 
of the Frailties incident to Men, and animated 


them with the Courage of Martyrs; it turn 'd . 


Peaſants into Heroes, and a Prince into aà Star of 


the firſt magnitude. There's nothing that does 


more nouriſh the Nerves of Government, than 
Unity in Faith and Conformity in Worſhip ; nor nothing 
enervates it more than. Diverſity. of Opinions; 


even different Sentiments concerning the Civil 


Forms of Government, have been the occaſion 
of irreconcilable Hatred. From hence aroſe that 
mortal grudge which was between the Greciaxs 
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and the Perſians; the Firſt were Aſſerters of De- 
mocratical Government, whereas the Perſuns 
were ſteddy Maintainers of Manarchy ; on this. 
Aceount the Feud was carried ſo high, that the 
Greeks denounc d a Curſe againſt thoſe who ſhould 
deſire Peace or Friendſhip with the Perfians. 
2 eenprabic Character of a Republican Prin- 
ciple 1, - - my 

Now if diverſity of Opinions, in relation to 
Forms of Government, has been of ſuch .dange- 
rus: Conſequence., what may be expected from 
Differences in Religion? Nothing kindles ſo ſoon 
as a Coal from the Altar, it rarely goes out till 
the Pahulum be conſum'd; and like a Worm in 
a Book , eats up the Origin of its Being, and 
then expires in Irreligion and Anarchy. Where- 
as on the contrary, The Relation that ariſeth 
from Faith, that dictates to our Reaſon , from 
Unity and Conformity in Principles, is the 
ſtrongeſt Cement of Society, and is certainly 
to be preferr d to all others, whether of Blood 
or Aſſinity, inaſmuch as it hath, by far, a 
more noble Foundation- And therefore how 
unnatural is it, to ſee Men who pretend to be 
Churchmen , look ſtrange: upon the greateſt Af 
ſerters of her Doctrine and. Way of Worlhip, 
and ſtigmatize em with opprobrious Names; 
and amicably herd with the Diſſenters, in all 
Rlaces except the Conventicle, for which they are 
not yet quite ready ? 7 
e be ound that the Laws of our 
State are deſign d for the. Preſervation of our 
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Church; and our Fierarchy is the beſt Support 
that the State can pretend to; and therefore 


how neceſſary is it to our preſent Preſervati- 


on, that we hold faſt the Faith of our Church, 
and continue firm to the Laws of our State? 


ſeorn compliance upon the bare account of 


Sanctions, and look upon our ſelves conſcienti- 
ouſly oblig d to obey the preceptive part of the 
That we do not juſt act our part as this 
Day, and then ſuffer the Stage to be carried 
away , but that we tranſmit it a glorions Church 
ro all poſterity ; which we cannot be well ſup- 
poſs'd to do, except we ſhew- good Examples 
to * thoſe who are to come after, and will be 
very likely to act our Parts when we are 
one. For it muſt be own'd, that upon the 

rming of Children to the Right Principles of 
Religion in this Age, pu < much depends the 
Happineſs of the neut; this Maxim - Argforle 
teaches us in his Politics, That the beſt - Laws 
tan operate with no Sutceſs, unleſs the Subjects 
are well Train d and Balurated from their Touth. 
And if ſo, What a blefled time may our - Suc- 
ceſſors expect from ſuch Occafional , : nay, La- 
titudinarian Principles, as are now encourag d, 
eſpecially if it ſhould not be their good For- 
tune (as F hope it always will) to be Go- 
* by 4 Prince whoſe "Heart's entirely Eng- 
ith ? sei 9TH l 
Laftly , in an, Age where Parties and Divi- 
ſions ſo mucli prevail, tis not fo eaſy to 8 
0 - # . a erve 
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ſerve Faith and a Good Conſcience ; and there- 
fore as the Task is Difficult, our Care ſhould 
be the greater. As thoſè ſeem to be Prodigal 
of their "Conſtitution , who will | truſt it by 
Vote, in the hands of thoſe whoſe Principles 
are ſuſpected ; fo truly a Man has ſome Rea- 
fon to ſuſpect his own Honeſty, when he 1s ſet 
up by People who are not look d on as its 
„„ e Pines Gr gn rg 
There © is an imperfect ſort of Stipulation 
between the People repoſing, and the Party 
receiving a Truſt; which though not verbally 
expreſt, is tacitly imply'd: And therefore he 
does not deſerve the Character of a Wiſe 
Man, who receives ſuch à Depofitum from à Par- 
ry or Faction; and I know what he deſerves 
if he acts according to their Principles; for 
the Eſtabliſh'd Laws ought to be his Guide, 
and not the Intentions and Deſigns of the Fa- 
Rious © and Turbulent. Let x Man ſtick * clofe 
to theſe, and a Blind Man might count the 
Bows which he would have from any Facti- 
on of em all. This would be the way to 
keep 'our Conſtitution in Health , fortify the 
Nerves of Government, and prevent the De- 
ſigns of State * for relaxing of Laws, 
is in ſome meaſure unbracing of Government, 
and weakning its Power; and as Things fail 
r ry none Sort ers 
Nas as the Parties receiving a Truſt ought 
to be very Cautious that they preferve F _ 
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and a Good _ Conſcience , ſo ought. the People 
conferring, , here they lodge their well inten- 


ded Boon; for if places of Truſt and Honour, 

are filld up with , "4 of Mercenary Tempers 

and Proſtituted Conſciences, they will be. juſt 

of as much Service to the Government, as 

the Wild Vine was in the Pot of the Pro- 
„ ns Or -d go 
> The Lian had a Law, That if any Man 
had lent Money to a Luxurious Perſon,” he 
ſhould Forfeit his Loan; but what ought they 
to Forfeit, who by Voices ill-plac d, dange- 
roully aſſect the Government in its moſt Sen- 
ſible Part? They are either Faulty in their 
Judgments, or have made. Shipwrack of their 
Faith and Good Conſcience; and ſuch, as 
Apoſtates, muſt expect to be hated by God 
and Good Men. u ö eng] bee 2 
JI0o conclude all, Let Conſcience, which has 
the Law of God, and the Law of the Land 
for its Guide, rule and preſide over all, our 
Actions; this would ſtop the Mouths of Par- 
ties, and, the Clamours of Diviſions; make us 
| a, loving and happy People in the Walls, of 
if one Church: This. would give Strength and 
a „Energy to the Laws, and at the. ſame time 


* 


make them almaſt uſeleſs, ſince they were not 
made for the Righteous; make Courts of Ju- 
| dicature as void of Throngs as are naw ſome 
= | of our Churches; prevent many ſmart railing 
| Declamatiofns, and make Fees unfaſhionable: 
This would ſpoil the Charms of Gold, which 
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gives us ſuch a diſmal Proſpect of the De- 
pravity of our Natures; make Men as Inno- 
cent at Court, almoſt as they were in their 
Cradle; ſtlence the Cries of the Orphan, Wi- 
dow, and Oppreſſed; make the World a Stage 
of Love and Amity , for we ſhould find as 
many Friends as we deſervd; and at laft bring 
us to the Haven where we would be, with- 
out any Fear or Danger of Shipwrack. 
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by the Forces of Her Majeſty and Her Allies, under 
the Command of his Grace the Duke of Marlborough. By 
Milliam Lord Archbiſhop of Dublin, Ato. Pf 
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